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| is United Sialecs v. Palricia J. Reynolds,

‘went to the Supreme Court in 1952. There, .
-the use in cour of . s:wments pertaining.

| equipment aboard the plane. Chief Justice, '|.
Vinson's decision noted the difficulties: |
: -.ot the question. :

~ “Judiclal experlence with the privilege
which protects military and state secrets ¢ "

cipals which control the application of-
‘|. available precedents. The privilege be--
1 longs to the Government and must be as~

" | serted by it.” But, the Chief Justice |~ -
- wrote, "1t Is not to be lightly Invoked.”

legal problem has emerged from the drab’

| ual be able to defend himself. This is the i
=dlemma—that—conironts—dudge—ThomseH—

4LCLC Jo 4 PIelCUrile UL TSIV ¥5 Y
stand. Perhaps the most germane casd

a civil sult involving privilege, which °
Chief Justice ».ca 5.0 Vinson upheld the'::
Government’s right or privilefre in denying:

to a military-p..ie crash because the doce; |
uments contained secret information on: i

F)

has been limited in this country,” his de-;v, S

cision began. *. . . Nevertheless, the prin-

privilege emerge quite clearly from the.

For Judge Thomsen then, an important
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cocoon of a routine civil sutt. The right |}

of privilege Is “in the public interest.” It | - I

may well be in the public interest to de-
S§troy a man's rcputation if that man, as
a spy, Is a publ.c cncmy. Dut it is also-
in’ the public intcrest that every incivids

- —RALPH K. BENNETT |
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